
Find children from the community, home 
school, private school, and within your 

school. 

The child find duty is triggered by a 
suspicion that the child has an IDEA 
disability and the need for special 

education.  When the school suspects, 
DON'T DELAY.

Look at the child's skills across 
environments and domains.  Be 

comprehensive in the review.

Use screening, interventions, and already 
existing information to determine if a 
comprehensive evaluation is needed.        
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When reviewing needs, concerns, 
assessments, discipline, or amendments, look 

at the whole child.  Avoid a piecemeal 
approach to special education.

Once you have a suspicion of an IDEA 
disability and the need for special 

education, the school MUST propose 
and evaluation.  An initial evaluation 

must be conducted within 60 days from 
consent.

Lack of progress is a warning sign.  No or 
slow progress in the classroom or in 

interventions should trigger a much closer 
review of the student.

 
 

 
 

Mental illness, behavior crisis, suicide 
attempts, and hospitalizations may result in a 

mature child find obligation.
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