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Triad of Characteristics

COMMUNICATION

AUTISM

#1: “Do Vaccines Cause Autism”
 Shortest answer ________
 Supporting Evidence 
 Wendy Chung Video Clip-Ted Talk 

https://www.ted.com/talks/wendy_chung_autism_
what_we_know_and_what_we_don_t_know_yet
?language=en

 Centers for Disease Control (CDC):
 http://www.cdc.gov/vaccinesafety/concerns/autism.ht
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#2: Use Visual Supports (VS)
 1st strategy all students should be using.
 VS organize a sequence of events, helping students 

to understand, anticipate and participate in those 
events.

 We use VS because research has shown students 
with ASD demonstrate strength in visual learning.

 When information is presented VERBALLY, the 
words are available for a brief moment, but when 
presented VISUALLY, the information can be 
available for as long as the individual needs!

We all use visual supports

Examples of Visual Schedules
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#3: What ‘causes’ autism?
 Genes play a role
 The environment matters
 Webinar on interaction of the environment 

and genetics: Autism Speaks (2 hour webinar; 
10 minute recap)
 https://www.autismspeaks.org/science/science-news/free-

webinar-interaction-environment-and-genetics-autism

#4: Diagnosis vs Educational Identification

 Medical diagnosis      educational identification.
 A medical diagnosis of ASD does not automatically 

translate into eligibility for Special Education under ASD.

#5: Adults with ASD/Employment
 Lower employment rates and higher rates of complete 

social isolation than people with other disabilities.
 Two-thirds had neither a job nor educational plans during 

first two years after high school. 
 Study found 1 in 4 young people with ASD was 

completely isolated – meaning they had not seen/spoken 
with friends in the past year.

OCALI: School-Age Programming- elements for educational 
programming for transition-age youth
 http://www.ocali.org/project/tg_school_age_programming

National Autism Indicators Report: Transition Into Young Adulthood. Drexel Report, 2015
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#6 Evidence-Based Practices (EBP)
 Interventions that research has shown to be effective = 

EBP
 NPDC classified 27 focused intervention as EBPs in 2014 

to be effective
 http://autismpdc.fpg.unc.edu/sites/autismpdc.fpg.unc.edu/files/i

mce/documents/2014-EBP-Report.pdf

 Newer article: Evidence-Based Practices for Children, 
Youth, and Young Adults with Autism Spectrum Disorder: 
A Comprehensive Review (Wong, Odom, et al 2015)

#7: A Starting Point: Many Face of Autism

 ASD Strategies in Action:  Autism Certification Series
 Online video training program 
 90 minute intro video is FREE to everyone and can be 

used for training
 Gives families, service providers and teams tools to 

effectively care for, support, educate, employ or with 
individuals on the spectrum

 Organized by age – from early childhood through young 
adulthood – and by strategy 
 www.autismcertficationcenter.org

#8: Easy, favorite tools!
 What can I use tomorrow when I go back to the classroom, 

without a purchase order OR a budget??

 Dry Erase Board and markers

 Sticky Notes
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#9 When communicating, AVOID:

 Abstract language
 Sarcasm
 Absolutes

 It’s better to use phrases such as: 
 “most of the time….we go to PE on Fridays”
 “we will be leaving about 2:00 pm”

#10: Social Skills Have to Be Taught

 What does IDEA say? 
 Academic progress alone is not the 

determinative factor for a student’s need for 
special education services

 Social Skills curriculum should be a critical part of 
EACH and EVERY day for students with ASD. 

 The curriculum and activities have to be planned 
and implemented with as much consideration as 
math, literacy and other content areas.
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Curriculum for Students with Complex 
Support Needs
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Resources
The National Professional Development Center
 http://autismpdc.fpg.unc.edu/evidence-based-practices

Working Definitions for EBPs
 http://autismpdc.fpg.unc.edu/sites/autismpdc.fpg.unc.edu/files/imce/do

cuments/table7_working_definition_ebp.pdf

Ohio Center for Autism and Low Incidence Disabilities (OCALI)
 http://ocali.org/

Social Thinking
 www.socialthinking.com

Colorado Department of Education/Autism- Tri-State Webinars
 https://www.cde.state.co.us/cdesped/asd_tristate


