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Building MTSS Capacity:  
Resources to Support Universal Screening  

 
Screening is conducted to identify or predict students who may be at risk for poor learning 
outcomes. Universal screening tests are typically brief, conducted with all students at a 
grade level, and followed by additional testing or short-term progress monitoring to 
corroborate students’ risk status. 

National Center for Response to Intervention, 2010 

 
DOCUMENTS 
Glossary of Universal Screening Terms (PDF), National Center for Response to Intervention (NCRTI). 
Comprehensive list of terms commonly associated with academic and behavioral screening. 
http://www.rti4success.org/screening-glossary-terms  
 
Brief #1: Classification Accuracy (PDF): Brief 1 provides a short explanation of classification accuracy, 
and provides an illustration of the interaction between true positives, false positives, false negatives, 
and true negatives. There is also a brief discussion of sensitivity and specificity. This brief also notes 
potential methods for improving classification accuracy. 
http://www.rti4success.org/sites/default/files/RTI%20Screening%20Brief1-
Classification%20Accuracy.pdf  
 
Brief #2: Cut Scores (PDF): Brief 2 describes cut scores and discusses their role in the identification of at-
risk students and allocation of resources. 
http://www.rti4success.org/sites/default/files/RTI%20Screening%20Brief2-Cut%20Scores.pdf  
 
Brief #3: Predicting Students at Risk for Reading and Mathematics Difficulties (PDF): Drawing from the 
research literature, Brief 3 provides suggestions of age-appropriate screening measures to use in the 
areas of reading and math. It provides succinct recommendations for practitioners and briefly describes 
how a two-stage screening process may improve accurate identification of at-risk students. 
http://www.rti4success.org/sites/default/files/RTI%20Screening%20Brief3-Predicting%20Students.pdf  
 
Brief #4: Ensuring Fidelity of Assessment and Data Entry Procedures (PDF): Brief 4 addresses the 
importance of fidelity when delivering and scoring screening assessments, and when entering these data 
into a database. http://www.rti4success.org/sites/default/files/RTI%20Screening%20Brief4-
Ensuring%20Fidelity.pdf  
 

VIDEOS AND WEBINARS 
ASK THE EXPERT: How do you identify children who are nonresponsive to academic instruction? - 
October 2011 (05:18). Listen as Dr. Doug Fuchs responds to this question. 
http://www.rti4success.org/video/how-do-you-identify-children-who-are-nonresponsive-academic-
instruction  
 
The Essential Components of RTI: Screening (21:28), NCRTI. In this webinar, Amy Peterson provides an 
overview of universal screening, why screening is important and how to use screening data to make data 
based decisions. http://www.rti4success.org/video/essential-components-rti-screening-0  
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RTI and Universal Screening: Establishing District Benchmarks, NCRTI. Watch the recording and view 
the presentation slides that were presented by Dr. Heistad. At this webinar, universal screening 
measures, their use, and how to establish district benchmarks were described. Real-life examples and 
resources from schools using universal screening measures were also presented. 
http://www.rti4success.org/video/rti-and-universal-screening-establishing-district-benchmarks  
  

ARTICLES 
Universal Screening with an RTI Model, RTI Action Network. The purpose of this article is to discuss the 
component of universal screening within a Response-to-Intervention (RTI) model. The goal of this article 
is to assist the reader in making informed decisions about the nature of universal screening measures. 
http://www.rtinetwork.org/learn/research/universal-screening-within-a-rti-model 

 

Universal Screening for Reading Problems: Why and How Should We Do This? RTI Action Network. 
In this introductory article, Joseph Jenkins of the University of Washington and Evelyn Johnson of Boise 
State University use reading screens to illustrate the process of universal screening, its benefits, and its 
challenges. http://www.rtinetwork.org/essential/assessment/screening/readingproblems  
 
Screening for Reading Problems in an RTI Framework, RTI Action Network. Evelyn Johnson, Juli Pool, 
and Deborah R. Carter of Boise State University summarize and discuss the challenges of screening for a 
reading problem in a RTI framework. 
http://www.rtinetwork.org/essential/assessment/screening/screening-for-reading-problems-in-an-rti-
framework   
 
Screening for Reading Problems in Preschool and Kindergarten: An Overview of Select Measures, RTI 
Action Network. In this article, Evelyn Johnson, Juli Pool, and Deborah R. Carter of Boise State University 
review considerations in choosing a screening tool for reading problems in preschool and kindergarten. 
http://www.rtinetwork.org/essential/assessment/screening/screening-for-reading-problems-in-
preschool-and-kindergarten  
 
Screening for Reading Problems in Grades 1 Through 3: An Overview of Select Measures, RTI Action 
Network. In this article, Evelyn Johnson, Juli Pool, and Deborah R. Carter of Boise State University 
provide background about what screening measures have been used to identify students with reading 
problems in Grades 1 through 3, and provide guidance on which measures work well. 
http://www.rtinetwork.org/essential/assessment/screening/screening-for-reading-problems-in-grades-
1-through-3   
 
Screening for Reading Problems in Grades 4 Through 12, RTI Action Network. In this article, Evelyn 
Johnson, Juli Pool, and Deborah R. Carter of Boise State University provide guidance on reading 
instruction, identifying at risk students, and developing a system for screening for grades 4 through 12. 
http://www.rtinetwork.org/essential/assessment/screening/screening-for-reading-problems-in-grades-
4-through-12  

TRAINING MODULES 
RTI Implementer Series Module 1: Screening, NCRTI. Through this module participants will become 
familiar with the essential components of an RTI framework with a particular focus on universal 
screening and data-based decision making using screening data. The module covers (1) basic 
information on screening, (2) assessments used within an RTI framework, and (3) skills needed to use 
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screening data to identify students at risk, to conduct basic data analysis using screening data, and to 
establish a screening process. http://www.rti4success.org/resource/rti-implementer-series-module-1-
screening  
 
Implementer Series: What is Screening?, NCRTI. This learning module provides a more in depth look at 
screening and considerations for implementation in a district or school. It provides an overview of the 
purpose, focus, and timeframe of screening and a demonstration of the screening tools chart. 
http://www.rti4success.org/video/implementer-series-what-screening  

Implementer Series: Establishing a Screening Process, NCRTI. This learning module focuses on the steps 
for establishing a screening process in a school or district and includes an activity to walk through 
identifying the purpose for screening, assessing the needs and priorities of the school or district, and 
using these to selecting an appropriate screening tool. http://www.rti4success.org/video/implementer-
series-establishing-screening-process  

Implementer Series: Using Screening Data for Decision Making, NCRTI. This learning module focuses on 
the types of decisions that can be made at the district, school, grade/class, and individual level using 
screening data, the data review process, and how to select cut scores. It provides information, 
examples, and activities to learn about the types of data analysis that can be conducted to make data-
based decisions with screening data at both the individual student level and the system level. 
http://www.rti4success.org/video/implementer-series-using-screening-data-decision-making  

TOOLS  
Screening Tools Chart, NCRTI. This tools chart is designed to assist educators and families in becoming 
informed consumers who can select screening tools that best meet their individual needs. The Center's 
Technical Review Committee (TRC) on Screening independently established a set of criteria for 
evaluating the scientific rigor of screening tools. The TRC rated each submitted tool against these criteria 
but did not compare it to other tools on the chart. The presence of a particular tool on the chart does 
not constitute endorsement and should not be viewed as a recommendation from either the TRC on 
Screening or the National Center on RTI. http://www.rti4success.org/resources/tools-charts/screening-
tools-chart  

Users Guide to Screening Tools Chart, NCRTI. Companion guide to the NCRTI Screening Tools Chart. 
http://www.rti4success.org/sites/default/files/UniversalScreeningUsersGuide.pdf  

Early Warning System, National High School Center. Learn about the Early Warning Intervention and 
Monitoring System (EWIMS) implementation process, which involves a complete cycle for EWS 
implementation at the school or district level. This seven-step process helps schools and districts 
systematically: 1) identify students who are showing signs that they are at risk of dropping out of high 
school; 2) match these students to interventions to get them back on track for graduation; and 3) 
monitor students' progress in those interventions. http://www.betterhighschools.org/ews.asp  
 
Individual Growth and Development Indicators (IGDIs) for Infants and Toddlers, Juniper Gardens 
Children’s Project. IGDIs a set of measures designed and validated for use by early childhood 
practitioners to monitor infant and toddler growth and progress. Unlike standardized tests that are 
administered infrequently, IGDI's are designed to be used repeatedly by practitioners to estimate each 
child's "rate of growth" over time. The benefit of this approach is that the information can be used to 
make data-based decisions about intervention design and implementation at reasonable levels of 
training, time, and cost. http://www.igdi.ku.edu/  
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