Building MTSS Capacity:
Resources to Support Progress Monitoring

Progress monitoring is used to assess students’ academic performance, to
quantify a student rate of improvement or responsiveness to instruction, and to
evaluate the effectiveness of instruction. Progress monitoring can be
implemented with individual students or an entire class.

National Center on Response to Intervention, 2010

DOCUMENTS

Glossary of Progress Monitoring Terms, National Center for Response to Intervention (NCRTI). Provides
definitions for commonly used progress monitoring terms.

http://www.rti4success.org/tools charts/supplementalContent/progress/ProgressMonitoringGlossary.pdf

VIDEO CLIPS

Ask the Expert: What advice would you provide to educators implementing intensive intervention when
students are not showing progress?, NCRTI. Dr. Lynn Fuchs, Nicholas Hobbs Professor of Special Education
and Human Development at Vanderbilt University and Senior Advisor to the NCII, shares advice for teachers
who are implementing intensive interventions with students who are not showing progress.
http://www.intensiveintervention.org/video-resource/what-advice-would-you-provide-educators-
implementing-intensive-intervention-when

Ask the Expert: What should educators avoid doing when collecting progress monitoring data?, NCII. Dr. Devin
Kearns, an Assistant Professor of Special Education in the Department of Education Psychology at the Neag
School of Education at the University of Connecticut and NCII Trainer & Coach, discusses importance of
consistency when selecting, administering, and scoring progress monitoring tools.
http://www.intensiveintervention.org/video-resource/what-should-educators-avoid-doing-when-collecting-
progress-monitoring-data

Ask the Expert: What do you need to consider when selecting a behavioral progress monitoring tool?, NCII. Dr.
Chris Riley-Tillman, a Professor at the University of Missouri and NCIl Center Trainer, discusses the important
considerations when selecting behavioral progress monitoring

tools. http://www.intensiveintervention.org/video-resource/what-do-you-need-consider-when-selecting-
behavioral-progress-monitoring-tool

Ask the Expert: Why do you start progress monitoring before you begin an intervention and what do you need
to consider when selecting a progress monitoring measure to ensure you get the data you need to make
decisions? Dr. Devin Kearns, an Assistant Professor of Special Education in the Department of Education
Psychology at the Neag School of Education at the University of Connecticut and NCIl Trainer & Coach, discusses
considerations for progress monitoring. http://www.intensiveintervention.org/video-resource/why-do-you-start-
progress-monitoring-you-begin-intervention-and-what-do-you-need

Ask the Expert: For students with intensive behavior needs, how many data points are needed to make
decisions? Dr. Joe Wehby, Senior Advisor to the NCIl and Associate Professor in the Vanderbilt University
Department of Special Education, discusses the number of data points needed to make decisions for students
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with intensive behavior needs. http://www.intensiveintervention.org/video-resource/students-intensive-
behavior-needs-how-many-data-points-are-needed-make-decisions

What are the distinguishing characteristics of progress monitoring and CBM? How do they differ from other
types of formative assessments?, NCII. Dr. Russell Gersten, Senior Advisor to the National Center on Intensive
Intervention and Professor Emeritus at the College of Education at the University of Oregon, discusses the
similarities of progress monitoring and CBM and how they are different from other types of formative
assessments. http://www.intensiveintervention.org/video-resource/what-are-distinguishing-characteristics-
progress-monitoring-and-com-how-do-they

WEBINARS

Data Rich, Information Poor? Making Sense of Progress Monitoring Data to Guide Intervention Decisions, NCII
(1:11:34). This webinar, led by Drs. Lynn Fuchs and Lee Kern addresses a challenge faced by many teachers:
feeling inundated by data while struggling to find useful information to guide intervention decision-making.
http://www.intensiveintervention.org/video-resource/data-rich-information-poor-making-sense-progress-
monitoring-data-guide-intervention

The Essential Components of RTI: Progress Monitoring, NCRTI. In this webinar, Whitney Donaldson
provides an overview of progress monitoring, why it is important and how to use progress monitoring data
to make data based decisions. This 23 minute webinar can be viewed on the National Center for RTI website
or downloaded (http://www.rti4success.org/webinar/essential-components-rti-progress-monitoring-2259).

The High School Tiered Interventions Initiative: Progress Monitoring, High School Tiered Interventions
Initiative (HSTII.)The High School Tiered Interventions Initiative (HSTII) is a collaborative effort among the
National Center on Response to Intervention, the National High School Center, and the Center on Instruction
that explores how RTI and tiered interventions are being implemented at the high school level. During this 1
1/2 hour webinar, Dr. Kristen McMaster provided an overview of Curriculum-Based Measurement (CBM),
including the purpose, a brief description of research, and a demonstration of how CBM data can be used to
monitor student progress. http://www.rti4success.org/webinars/video/902%20

ARTICLES

Curriculum-Based Measurement: From Skeptic to Advocate, Jan Hasbrouck, Ph.D. , and Candyce Ihnot, M.A., RTI
Action Network. This article is about the experience of one reading teacher who became a strong advocate of
CBM, after starting off, like many teachers, a skeptic.
http://www.rtinetwork.org/essential/assessment/progress/cbm-advocate

Linking Progress Monitoring Results to Interventions, Jennifer N. Mahdavi and Diane Haager, RTI Action
Network. The linkage between assessment and instruction is an often-overlooked aspect of teaching that can
make a critical impact on student outcomes. The focus of this article is on using data to make meaningful
instructional decisions. http://www.rtinetwork.org/essential/assessment/progress/linking-monitoring-to-
intervention

Progress Monitoring Within a Multi-Level Prevention System, RTI Action Network. Lynn Fuchs of Vanderbilt
University provides an overview of progress monitoring and describes how progress monitoring is used within a
multi-level prevention system. A companion article discusses validated forms of progress monitoring in reading
and mathematics, focusing in particular on the advantages of curriculum-based measurement. Additional articles
in this section address many aspects of monitoring student progress, including one teacher’s transformation from
skeptic to advocate. http://www.rtinetwork.org/essential/assessment/progress/mutlilevelprevention
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Progress Monitoring Within a Response-to-Intervention Model, Douglas D. Dexter, Ph.D, and Charles Hughes,
Ph.D, Penn State University, RTI Action Network, The purpose of this article is to discuss progress monitoring
within a Response-to-Intervention (RTI) model and to assist the reader in making informed decisions when
selecting and interpreting progress-monitoring measures.
http://www.rtinetwork.org/learn/research/progress-monitoring-within-a-rti-model

Using CBM-Reading Assessments to Monitor Progress, Joseph R. Jenkins, Roxanne F. Hudson, and Sung Hee Lee,
RTI Action Network. Struggling readers require different kinds of instruction at different times. Choosing the best
approach requires ongoing assessment and analysis of the information. Using CBM-R data, teachers can ask, “Is
instruction producing satisfactory growth in my students’ reading achievement?”
http://www.rtinetwork.org/essential/assessment/progress/usingcbm

Validated Forms of Progress Monitoring in Reading and Mathematics, Lynn S. Fuchs, Vanderbilt University, RTI
Action Network. Validated forms of progress monitoring have been developed over a span of years. One of these
forms, curriculum-based measurement (CBM), is discussed in this article, where we also present some
background on CBM-based progress-monitoring measures in Reading in the elementary grades and in
Mathematics. http://www.rtinetwork.org/essential/assessment/progress/validated-forms-progressmonitoring

TRAINING RESOURCES

Using Academic Progress Monitoring for Individualized Instructional Planning, NCII. This training module
demonstrates how academic progress monitoring fits into the Data-Based Individualization (DBI) process by
(a) providing approaches and tools for academic progress monitoring and (b) showing how to use data to
using progress monitoring data to set ambitious goals, make instructional decisions, and plan programs for
individual students with intensive needs. http://www.intensiveintervention.org/resource/using-academic-
progress-monitoring-individualized-instructional-planning-dbi-training

Monitoring Student Progress for Behavioral Interventions, NCII. This module focuses on behavioral
progress monitoring within the context of the DBI process and addresses: (a) methods available for
behavioral progress monitoring, including but not limited to Direct Behavior Rating (DBR), and (b) using
progress monitoring data to make decisions about behavioral interventions.
http://www.intensiveintervention.org/resource/monitoring-student-progress-behavioral-interventions-dbi-
training-series-module-3

An Introduction to Progress Monitoring in Mathematics, COl. This PD module, consisting of a PowerPoint
presentation and a presenter's manual, describes progress monitoring, explains common techniques often
mistaken for progress monitoring, and discusses application of progress monitoring in mathematics at both
the elementary and secondary grade levels. http://www.centeroninstruction.org/an-introduction-to-
progress-monitoring-in-mathematics

Classroom Assessment (Part 1): An Introduction to Monitoring Academic Achievement in the Classroom,
The IRIS Center. This module discusses how progress monitoring can affect the academic outcomes of
students, and it demonstrates how to implement curriculum-based measurement with a classroom of
students. http://iris.peabody.vanderbilt.edu/resources.html

Classroom Assessment (Part 2): Evaluating Reading Progress, The IRIS Center. This module explores in
detail the assessment procedures integral to RTI. It also outlines how to use progress monitoring data to
determine if a student is meeting the established performance criteria or if more intensive intervention is
needed. http://iris.peabody.vanderbilt.edu/resources.html

Case Study Unit - RTI: Progress Monitoring, Kim Skow and Janice Brown, The IRISCenter.
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This case study set is intended to be a supplement to the IRIS Center's RTI Module series, providing
additional opportunities to practice the application of basic progress monitoring concepts within the
response to intervention (RTI) approach, including the administration and scoring of probes as well as the
graphing of student progress. http://iris.peabody.vanderbilt.edu/case studies/ICS-011.pdf

Progress Monitoring: Study Group Content Module, National Center on Student Progress Monitoring
(NCSPM). The purpose of this module is to provide participants with an introduction to procedures for
monitoring student reading progress in the classroom based on Curriculum Based Measurement (CBM), and
the steps required to implement a system for screening and monitoring students in the area of reading and
summary of research on the effectiveness of these procedures.
http://www.progressmonitoring.net/pdf/comMOD1.pdf

Progress Monitoring Leadership Team Content Module, NCSPM. The purpose of this module is to help
Leadership Teams undertake those support activities that are necessary if classroom teachers are going to
develop and effectively use student progress monitoring data to increase achievement.
http://www.progressmonitoring.org/pdf/comMODIdrshp.pdf

TOOLS

Behavioral Progress Monitoring Tools Chart, NCII. The Behavioral Progress Monitoring Tools Chart was
developed to assist educators and families in becoming informed consumers who can select behavioral
progress monitoring tools that best meet their individual needs. Audio tours available.
http://www.intensiveintervention.org/chart/behavioral-progress-monitoring-tools

Academic Progress Monitoring Tools Chart, NCIl. The Academic Progress Monitoring Tools Chart was
developed to assist educators and families in becoming informed consumers who can select academic
progress monitoring tools that best meet their individual needs. Audio tours available.
http://www.intensiveintervention.org/chart/progress-monitoring

Individual Growth and Development Indicators (IGDIs) for Infants and Toddlers, Juniper Gardens Children’s
Project. IGDIs a set of measures designed and validated for use by early childhood practitioners to monitor infant
and toddler growth and progress. Unlike standardized tests that are administered infrequently, IGDI's are
designed to be used repeatedly by practitioners to estimate each child's "rate of growth" over time. The benefit
of this approach is that the information can be used to make data-based decisions about intervention design and
implementation at reasonable levels of training, time, and cost. http://www.igdi.ku.edu/
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