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Serving Children with Hearing Loss: 
Self-Reflection Tool for Birth to 3 Programs/Providers 

 
 
1. Can someone on your team explain the roles of the following individuals and how they 

may work with a child who has a hearing loss and their family?   
 
 Pediatric audiologist 
 
 
 Otolaryngologist  
 
 
 Early Educator 
 
 
 Deaf/Hard of Hearing Teacher 
 
 
 Speech/Language Pathologist 
 
 
 Deaf Mentor 
 
 
 Parent Guide 
 
 
2. Do you/your program have a system in place to communicate with a child’s audiologist?  

If so, what is it?  Can someone on your team interpret an audiogram?   
 
 
 
 
 
 
3. Can someone on the team share with families how hearing loss impacts at least 3 areas 

of development? 
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4. Can someone on your team explain, in an unbiased manner, the communication options 

that families need to know about when making a decision regarding their child’s 
communication? 

 
 American Sign Language  
 
 
 Listening and Spoken Language Skills 
 
  Auditory Oral 
 
  Auditory Verbal 
 
 
 Total Communication 
 
 
 Bilingual Approach 
 
 
 Cued Speech 
 
 
 Sign Supported Speech 
 
 
 
5. Can someone on your team you explain the developmental progression of an infant’s:  
  Auditory development;  
 
 
  Speech development;  
 
 
  Sign language development;  
 
 
  Cognitive development; 
 
 
  Social emotional development?   
 
 
6. Do you have strategies/ideas to share with families to facilitate development all areas of 

development in their home or other natural environments (keeping in mind that for deaf 
or hard of hearing infants/toddlers, a natural environment may be without hearing 
peers)? 
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7.  Does your program have access to adult Deaf or Hard of Hearing adults for families to   

meet that have chosen a variety of communication options? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
8.  Can someone on your team explain technology options for amplification (hearing aids, 

cochlear implants, etc.)?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
9. What resources do you have to provide to families regarding support for children who 

are deaf or hard of hearing (local, state, and national)? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
10. Do you know Wisconsin has a chapter of Hands and Voices?  Do you know what      

Wisconsin Families for Hands and Voices is? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In reflecting upon your answers, if you are feeling that your team needs support and 
information in improving their knowledge and skills for providing effective intervention 
services, child/family consultation and program supports can be provided to you at no 
cost.  For more information, please contact:   
 
Sherry W. Kimball 
Birth to 6 Services Coordinator, WESP-DHH Outreach 
608-266-7032 
Sherry.kimball@wesp-dhh.wi.gov  
 
Reference: Yoshinaga-Itano C, Sedey AL, Coulter DK, Mehl AL.  Language of early-and later-identified 

children with hearing loss.  Pediatrics.  1998;102 : 1161-1171 


