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Agenda

• 1. Phonological Awareness

• 2. Phonics and Word Study

• 3. Vocabulary Instruction

• 4. Reading Comprehension Strategies

• 5. Opportunities for Discussion of Text



How do Children Develop These 
Elements?



Phonological Awareness



Phonological Awareness

• Oral language is made up of  sounds in 
different-sized parts:
• sentences
• phrases
• words
• syllables
• individual sounds



Phonological Awareness

• Sound parts can be manipulated:
• blending
• segmenting
• deleting
• adding
• substituting



What Phonological Awareness is 
NOT

• NOT the same as phonics
• NOT only rhyme recognition and 

generation
• NOT exclusively for kindergarten students



When is Phonological Awareness 
Taught? 

• ALL STUDENTS: Pre-K, K, 1st

• STRUGGLING STUDENTS: 2nd, 3rd

• Daily for 10-15 minutes up to 1st grade; as 
needed for older grades

• During brief instructional moments, such 
as transitions and waiting periods



Phonological Awareness Skills are 
Sequential

Rhyme & Alliteration

Phrases & Sentence Segmentation 

Syllable Blending & Segmentation

Onset-Rime Blending & Segmentation

Phoneme Blending, Segmentation, & Manipulation



Onset-Rime Blending and Segmenting

• Onset: Initial consonant or consonant 
cluster 

• Rime: Vowel and consonants that follow 
the onset

Word Onset Rime
shell sh ell

bright br ight
string str ing



Phonemic awareness

• Phonemes: the smallest units of sound in 
spoken words

• The number of phonemes in a word does not 
relate to the number of letters in that word. 

Word Phonemes
chick /ch/ /ĭ/ /k/
flap /f/ /l/ /a/ /p/

giraffe /j/ /r/ /a/ /f/



Now you try

Word Phonemes How Many 
Phonemes?

scream
smooth
asked
knock
bring

through



Phonemic Awareness

Blending 
Phonemes

Identifying 
Phonemes

Segmenting 
Phonemes

Manipulating 
Phonemes



Blending Phonemes

• Combine sounds to pronounce a word

Phonemes Word
/n/ /ī/ /t/ Night, knight

/g/ /r/ /ā/ /p/ /s/ grapes
/k/ /ă/ /n/ /d/ /l/ candle



Say It, Move It Card

boat



Identifying Phonemes

• Isolate words into phonemes
• Students practice identifying phonemes 

in the initial, medial, or final position of 
the word. 

Word Initial Medial Final
shark /sh/ /ar/ /k/
long /l/ /ŏ/ /ng/



Identifying Initial, Final, or Medial 
Sounds

• What is the initial sound in phone? - /f/
• What is the final sounds in back? - /k/
• What is the medial sound in touch? - /ŭ/



Your turn

• What sound is in the initial position of 
smell?

• What sounds are in the medial position 
in coffee? 

• What sound is in the final position of 
shiny?



Segmenting Words into Phonemes

• Counting the number of sounds heard in a 
word OR Telling the sounds heard in a 
word

• Tell me the sounds you hear in the word 
snail? /s/ /n/ /ā/ /l/

• How many sounds do you hear in the 
word cloud? 4



Manipulating Phonemes

• Add, delete, and substitute phonemes

Adding Phonemes Add /s/ to the beginning 
of pin  spin

Deleting Phonemes Delete /t/ at the 
beginning of trap  rap

Substituting Phonemes Substitute /i/ in lip with 
/a/  lap



Identifying Initial, Medial, or Final 
Sounds with Elkonin Sound Boxes

• Do you hear /m/ in the initial, medial, or 
final position in the word dream? 



Phonics and Word Study



Word Identification Instruction

• Letter Sounds

• Spelling Patterns & Syllables

•Morphemes

Systematically teaches students to apply 
knowledge of: 



Stages of Learning to Read and 
Spell

Alphabet Pattern Meaning
Matches letters, 
singly or in 
combinations, to 
sounds in a left-
to-right sequence 
to read and spell 
words

Knowledge of 
spelling or 
syllable patterns 
and their 
common 
pronunciations
can help students 
read and spell 
words. 

Structural units 
or groups of 
letters, such as 
prefixes, suffixes, 
and Greek or 
Latin roots or 
base words focus 
on meaning.



Decoding

• Decoding is the process of converting printed 
words into their spoken forms by using 
knowledge of letter-sound correspondences and 
spelling patterns. 
• Model how to blend the individual sounds 

from left to right without stopping between 
them. 
• /mmmaaannn/

• Follow sound out with a fast pronunciation of 
the word: man



Reviewing Letter Sounds

Spell am

Add one letter to spell ram



Consonant Blends

• Consonant blends are the combined sounds of 
two or three consonants. 

• Each letter retains its common sound. 
• Students learn to blend the sounds together 

rather than learning one new sound

Word Consonant Blend
train tr
break br



Consonant Digraphs

• Consonant digraphs are a combination of consonants 
that represent one unique sound, a sound unlike the 
sound made by any of the individual letters of the 
digraph. 

Word Consonant Digraph
chip ch

sheep sh
think th
hatch tch



Vowel Combinations

• Vowel combinations or pairs are two 
adjacent vowels in the same syllable that 
represent a single speech sound. The 
sound made by a vowel combination may 
vary. 

OU sound
soup could shout



Irregular Words

• Contain some letters that do not 
represent their most commonly used 
sounds

• Can be partially decoded
• Tend to be high-frequency words
• Are sometimes referred to as sight words
• Need to be recognized immediately



Guidelines for Teaching Irregular 
Words

• Teach the most frequently occurring 
irregular words.

• Introduce irregular words before students 
encounter them in stories.

• Limit the number introduced in a single 
lesson

• Separate visually similar irregular words.
• Review previously taught irregular words. 



Irregular Word Activity

was, of, to, you, are, have

Tic-Tac-Toe:
Students play with

a partner, but must 
read an irregular word 

card before taking a turn.



Major Understandings about 
Reading Words

• Some letters can represent more than one sound. 
• Different letters can represent the same sound.
• Sounds can be represented by a single letter or a 

combination of letters. 
• Different strategies can be used to read unknown 

words. 
• Generalizations may help determine the correct 

pronunciation but may not always apply to every 
word. 



Decoding by Analogy

• Students use what they know about 
spelling patterns to decode by analogy.
• What words do I know that look the 
same? 

• What words do I know that end (or 
begin) with the same letters? 

• What words do I know that contain 
the same parts or patterns?



Decoding by Analogy

• Knowing syllable patterns, multisyllabic words, 
prefixes, suffixes, and inflectional endings 
helps students expand the number of new 
words they can read and spell. 

Rain, rains, raining, rainbow

Do, doing, undo, redo, doable 



Syllable

• A syllable is a word 
or part of a word 
that is made with 
one opening of the 
mouth. Every 
syllable has one 
vowel sound. 



Using Syllable Types

• There are six syllable types in English.
Syllable Type Description

Closed Syllable (CVC) Ends in at least one consonant; the vowel is short

Open Syllable (CV) Ends in one vowel; the vowel is long

Vowel-Consonant-e (VCe or CVCe) Ends in one vowel, one consonant, and a final e; final e 
is silent; the vowel is long

Vowel + r syllable Has an r after the vowel; the vowel makes an 
unexpected sound

Vowel-Pair Syllable Has two adjacent vowels; each vowel pair syllable must 
be learned individually

Final-stable Syllable Has a final consonant –le combination or a non-
phonetic but reliable unit such as –tion; accent usually 
falls on the preceding syllable 



Now you try

• Identify which syllable type would be 
represented by the following words: 
• dedicate
• understand
• humanity
• sailboat
• puzzle
• particular



Chunking Multisyllabic Words

• Teach meaningful units of words, known 
as morphemes, such as:
• Root and base words
• Common prefixes and suffixes
• Inflectional endings 

• morphemes that are added to show 
different forms of words, such as tense, 
number, plural, possession, or 
comparison



Chunking Multisyllabic Words

• divide words into word parts, reach each part, 
and combine to read the words: 

ex-per-i-ment

• If words have parts that are phonetically 
irregular, teach students to be flexible and try 
other sounds to see if they can find a word that 
makes sense in context. 



Word Webs or Maps

FR
IE

N
D

friendship

friendly

Unfriendly

Befriend

Develop word webs or maps to have students develop 
knowledge of how prefixes and suffixes change the 

meaning of words.



Morpheme Stage

• Focuses on meaning, including structural analysis, the 
process of identifying unknown words by using 
meaningful units of language
• Base words
• Compound words
• Prefixes
• Suffixes
• Inflection and roots

• Students learn how these elements can be combined to 
form words.



Structural Analysis

• Morphemes are meaningful word parts
• Helps students analyze or break apart 

multisyllabic words into smaller parts 
they already know. 

• Model and teach students how to break 
down long words by taking off prefixes 
and suffixes.



Structural Analysis

• Model and teach students to break down 
long words such as independent:

Independent Dependent Depend



Beyond Phonics
Students in upper grades often require 

reading instruction that no longer focuses 
strictly on phonemic awareness. 



What do we know about literacy 
instruction for struggling adolescents? 

• IES (2008) recommendations for adolescent literacy:

• 1. Provide explicit vocabulary instruction.
• 2. Provide direct and explicit comprehension strategy

instruction.
• 3. Provide opportunities for extended discussion of text

meaning and interpretation.
• 4. Increase student motivation and engagement in literacy

learning.
• 5. Make available intensive individualized interventions for

struggling readers that can be provided by qualified
specialists. 



• IES (2008) recommendations for adolescent literacy:

• 1. Provide explicit vocabulary instruction.
• 2. Provide direct and explicit comprehension strategy 

instruction.
• 3. Provide opportunities for extended discussion of text 

meaning and interpretation.
• 4. Increase student motivation and engagement in 

literacy learning.
• 5. Make available intensive individualized interventions 

for struggling readers that can be provided by qualified 
specialists. 

What do we know about literacy 
instruction for struggling adolescents? 



Vocabulary Instruction: Why is it so 
important?

• Good readers learn words by the thousands.

• Students learn an estimated 3,000 words per year during their 
early school years.

• Students must learn the meaning of about eight new words 
each day to accomplish this growth.



Vocabulary Instruction: Why is it so 
important?

• There are over 88,500 distinct word families in 
printed English material in Grades 3 through 9.

• Students learn word meanings incidentally through 
exposure to oral language and written text.

• 25-50% of annual vocabulary growth can be 
attributed to incidental learning.



What Comprises Reading Vocabulary?

• Function words are common words (e.g., are, that, to).

• About 100 function words account for half of the words in written English.

• Content words are nouns, verbs, adjectives, and adverbs.

• Content words can be either concrete or abstract.

• Concrete words can be taught using an object or showing a picture.

• Abstract words can be taught using examples and non-examples.

• Academic vocabulary words are words used in academic dialogue and text 
(not used in most colloquial language).



Academic Vocabulary

• General Examples:                
• Analyze
• Illustrate
• Demonstrate
• Portray
• Substitute
• Compare
• Describe

• Content Examples:
• Equivalent
• Specify
• Synthesize
• duplicate

• Academic vocabulary words are important because 
they help students make sense of content.



What Are the Levels of Word 
Knowledge Processing?

• Words are linked to synonyms, definitions, or contexts.

Association

• Knowledge of word associations is used to categorize words, 
complete sentences, or generate multiple meanings for words.

Comprehension

• Word comprehension is expanded by generating discussion or 
completing activities, such as making up sentences using the words, 
restating the definition, making connections between new and prior 
knowledge, or applying word meanings across contexts.

Generation



Vocabulary Characteristics of Students with 
Underdeveloped Language Skills

• Students exhibit difficulties with the rule-governed structure 
of language.

• Students do not acquire the meanings of words as quickly as 
students with rich vocabularies.

• Students may interpret meanings literally and miss the 
nuances and connotative meanings of words.



Vocabulary Characteristics of Students with 
Underdeveloped Language 

Skills(Continued)

• Students may lack an understanding of the semantic 
connections between words.

• Students may exhibit difficulties remembering the meanings 
of words.

• Students may lack effective strategies to learn and 
remember word meanings.

• Students may understand one meaning of a word while they 
struggle to understand another meaning (i.e. depositing 
money at the bank verses standing on the river bank)



How Do We Choose Words to 
Teach?

Questions to ask when planning vocabulary instruction:

1. What do students know about the topic for instruction?

2. What vocabulary is important for understanding the topic 
and text?

3. Which words will students encounter again and again?



How Do We Choose Words to 
Teach? (Continued)

Questions to ask when planning vocabulary instruction:

4. To what extent do students already know the 
vocabulary?

5. What level of vocabulary knowledge is necessary 
for the students to understand the topic?

6. Will students be able to derive the meaning of the 
vocabulary from the context?



Now you try…
• Read the following selection. Which words would you 

choose to teach your students?

What is an Archaeologist?
Archaeologists are people who study the artifacts of 

past groups of people. Artifacts are things made by 
people, then thrown away or left behind. Artifacts tell 
archaeologists about the culture of these people. 
Archaeologists use science to help them learn everything 
they can from the artifacts they discover. 



Now you try…
• Read the following selection. Which words would you choose to 

teach your students?

The Water Cycle 

Water can be found throughout the earth, both in living things 
and in the physical environment. Most of the water on earth is 
contained in our oceans. The rest of the water on earth is under 
ground, in rivers, and in the atmosphere, among other places. Water 
is constantly moving on, above, and below the surface of the earth 
as it changes states between liquid, vapor, and ice. This movement 
of water on, above, and below the surface of the earth is known as 
the water cycle. The study of the movement and distribution of 
water on earth is called “hydrology.” (Taken from ReadWorks.org)



Strategies for Teaching Vocabulary

Word Parts

Word Associations

Context Clues

Connotative Meaning 

Concepts

Use of the Dictionary



Word Parts

Word parts consist of root words, prefixes, and suffixes.
• They include:

Morphemes

The smallest units of 
language that convey or 
modulate meaning (base 

words, verb tenses, plurals, 
possessives, affixes, etc.)

Happy is an example of a 
free morpheme.               -

Un is an example of a 
bound morpheme.

Base Words

Word parts that convey 
most of a word’s meaning

Observe is the base word 
of observation.

Root Words

Word parts that are 
borrowed from another 

language

Microscope contains micro
(Greek) and scope (Greek).



Morphemic Analysis of Word Parts 
Map

word

word part 
and meaning

word part 
and meaning

word part 
and meaning

Meaningful Sentence: 



Now you try…

• Think of a word 
that you can use 
with this strategy 
in your classroom. 

• Use the following 
slide to create 
your own 
example.

• Here is a list of 
common suffixes 
for your 
reference.



Strategy: Word Building

What is it? 
• A strategy to teach meaning

What does it include?
• Vocabulary words
• Prefixes, suffixes
• Information about the meaning of prefixes, suffixes, 

and base words, including those with Latin and 
Greek origins



Activity: Base Words with Prefixes

Procedure:
1. Select a base word from envelope #1. Write it on the line.
2. Select a prefix from envelope #2. If it makes a real word, write 

it on the line next to the base word.
3. Make a sentence for the new word.

prefix         base word

unhappy_____________

Meaningful Sentence: Brenda was unhappy with the food served 
at camp, so she did not eat very much.



Word Associations

• Word associations involve synonyms, antonyms, and 
analogies.

• Analogies involve:
Synonyms Antonyms                  

Classification Part to whole
Whole to part Degree of intensity 
Characteristics Function

Cause-effect Effect-cause



Strategy: Word Association Map

What is it?
• A strategy to introduce associations among words

What does it include?
• Key vocabulary 
• Synonyms 
• Antonyms 
• Examples and non-examples
• Discussion opportunities that connect to students’ lives (Turn 

and Talk)
• When can you use it? 

• As part of the 20-30 minute weekly vocabulary lesson 
• Prior to the lesson



Word Association Map Worksheet

Analogy

___indolent___ is to ___vacation____

as

_____productive______ is to ____classwork______



Context Clues

• Context clues are pieces of information that help the 
reader figure out the meaning of a word from the text 
that surrounds it. 

• An unknown word in context may be deciphered from 
the meaning of other words within a sentence and from 
the position of the word within the sentence.



Types of Context Clues
Type Example
Definition: 
The word is usually defined in the sentence 
in which it appears.

If disease reaches your bronchial tubes, 
cilia—tiny hair-like structures—are another 
barrier to infection.

Description: 
The word is described by the context so that 
the reader can usually figure out its 
meaning.

After taking a spill on her bike, she was able 
to stand up, get back on the bike, and pedal 
away of her own volition.

Contrast: 
The word is compared with some other 
word, usually as an antonym.

Unlike stratus clouds, cumulus clouds are 
thick, dark clouds with dome-like features 
that produce storms.

Comparison/Analogy:
The word is compared with another word or 
phrase to illustrate the similarities between 
them.

Samuel was exhausted after the inquisition, 
which was like being in a boat on rough seas.

Synonym: 
The word is compared to another word with 
a similar meaning.

Sarah interpreted the message literally; that 
is, she believed the message as though every 
word were real.



Strategy: Think Aloud to Model How to 
Use Context Clues (Example)

The vociferous crowd caused me to step outside of the 
room for a few moments of peace and quiet.

We know that:
• Because of its location in the sentence, vociferous is being 

used to describe the crowd. 
• The author wants to get away from the crowd for a few 

moments. 
• The phrase “peace and quiet” is being used as contrast (or 

antonym). 
We can conclude that: 
• Vociferous probably means noisy and loud.



Context Clues in Content

• Mitosis, a process where the cell divides resulting in two 
identical daughter cells, is important because it allows our 
body to replace old cells with new ones. Skin cells are a 
good example. Have you ever scraped your knee and then 
noticed that the scare began to fade over time? This is a 
result of your skin cells undergoing mitosis. 

• Context Clues:
• Definitions are often hidden between two commas 

following the word. (this example)
• Sometimes they are found right before the word or 

directly after the word.
• Other times, the sentences surrounding the word will give 

us an idea of what the word means. 



Strategy: Contextual Analysis

What is it? 
• A strategy to teach the use of context clue types to 

figure out word meaning 

What does it include? 
• Vocabulary words 
• Examples of types of context clues 

When can you use it? 
• As part of the 20-30 minute weekly vocabulary 

lesson



Strategy: Clunk Bug

A clunk is a word or phrase that the student does not 
understand.

What is a clunk bug? 
• A strategy to teach the definition type of context clues 

What does it include? 
• Vocabulary words that are defined in context

When can you use it? 
• As part of the 20-30 minute weekly vocabulary lesson 
• When teaching types of context clues 
• Prior to teaching a lesson 
• During reading when students encounter vocabulary words that are defined in 

context



Clunk Bug

Definition:

The process of 
cell division that 
consists of four 
stages and 
results in two 
new cells. 

clunk word

mitosis

prophase
Interphase

metaphase anaphase

telophase
cytokinesis



Clunk Bug

Definition: 
________________
________________
________________
________________
________________
________________
________________
________________
________

clunk word



Connotative Meaning

Denotative meaning 
is the literal, primary dictionary meaning 
of a word.

Connotative meaning 
is the associated or secondary meaning 
added to the explicit primary meaning of 
the word.

Connotative meaning includes implications, undertones, 
“attachments,” and intimations a person may add to the literal 
meaning of a word. 

For example, the dictionary defines home as a house, 
apartment, or other shelter that is the usual residence of a 
person, family, or household. Synonyms include “abode,” 
“dwelling,” “habitation,” and “domicile.”



Connotative Meaning (cont.)

• The connotative 
meanings of home 
can include personal 
meanings such as “a 
warm, inviting, cozy 
place.”



Concepts

Concept development and vocabulary development are 
interrelated.

Concepts are 
key ideas.

Conceptual 
vocabulary
consists of 

words related 
to key ideas.



What do we know about literacy 
instruction for struggling adolescents? 

• IES (2008) recommendations for adolescent literacy:

• 1. Provide explicit vocabulary instruction.
• 2. Provide direct and explicit comprehension strategy

instruction.
• 3. Provide opportunities for extended discussion of text

meaning and interpretation.
• 4. Increase student motivation and engagement in literacy

learning.
• 5. Make available intensive individualized interventions for

struggling readers that can be provided by qualified
specialists. 



Direct and Explicit Comprehension 
Strategy Instruction.

Strategy Ideas:

• Main Idea: Get the Gist Routine

• Wrap Up Routine



Get The Gist Routine



Get the Gist: Example

Ask yourself:Sample Paragraph:



Get the Gist: Example

• http://www.meadowscenter.org/institutes/msmi-
resource/middle-school-matters/video-get-the-gist-
routine-and-summarizing-routine

Get the Gist Video

http://www.meadowscenter.org/institutes/msmi-resource/middle-school-matters/video-get-the-gist-routine-and-summarizing-routine




Wrap Up Strategy







• IES (2008) recommendations for adolescent literacy:

• 1. Provide explicit vocabulary instruction.
• 2. Provide direct and explicit comprehension strategy

instruction.
• 3. Provide opportunities for extended discussion of text

meaning and interpretation.
• 4. Increase student motivation and engagement in literacy

learning.
• 5. Make available intensive individualized interventions for

struggling readers that can be provided by qualified
specialists. 

What do we know about literacy 
instruction for struggling adolescents? 



Opportunities for Extended Discussion 
of Text Meaning and Interpretation

• Encourage students to engage in 
meaningful discussion by teaching them 
how to generate questions.



Use the Passage to try it on your own.



Now you try. Remember to 
combine two related facts in 

the form of a question.

Example: 

What makes leaves green and 
allows plants to obtain energy 
through photosynthesis? 



Practice writing one “right there” question and two 
“putting it together questions that could be used with the 

Facts About Sharks passage.



Now you try. Remember to write a question that 
asks about the relationship between 

photosynthesis to respiration.



Check it out…



What do we know about literacy 
instruction for struggling adolescents? 

• IES (2008) recommendations for adolescent literacy:

• 1. Provide explicit vocabulary instruction.
• 2. Provide direct and explicit comprehension strategy

instruction.
• 3. Provide opportunities for extended discussion of text

meaning and interpretation.
• 4. Increase student motivation and engagement in literacy

learning.
• 5. Make available intensive individualized interventions for

struggling readers that can be provided by qualified
specialists. 



Discussions, Motivation, and 
Individualized Interventions

• All the previous strategies allow for opportunities to 
engage students in literacy learning.

• Additional individualized interventions may also be 
provided by quality specialists for struggling readers. 
The previous strategies may be taught in small group 
settings to increase the level of intervention and 
individualize instruction. 
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